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September 6, 1999 

Paul J. Seligman, M.D., M.P.H. 
Deputy As&taut Secretq for Health Studies 
Department uf Energy 
19901 Germantown Road 
Germantown, Mary1 and 20874- I290 

Dear Dr. SclQman: 

First, 1 would like to thank you for your latter of July 17, 1999, It is gratifying to 
know that the Depanmcnt of Energy (DOE) shares the Republic of the Marshall Islands 
commitmcnr co convening the RJMI-DOE annua! meeting. The pro,posed dates of October 
18 and 19 kcc most accepable to the RMI and wc look foward to meeting in Honolulu at 
that time. 

The RhlT is as ccmcemcd as the DOE that our discussions praceed in a productive 
mmwr. With regard to the structure of our meeting., however, the RMI Govcrnmcnt 
strongly views a transition Tom the established structure of plenary meetings to 
individual meetings between the DOE and our local gavemetu~ tb be agairtti stated 
!&MI policy, The RMT has committed itself to working with the DOE and the other U.S. 
agencies on a govcmmenr-to-government basis and we do not wish to waver in that 
commitment now. Moreover, it is the sM”s view that in ardw to achieve a common 
understanding and mutually agreed upon goals through these meetings, all parries must 
be present. Only in this way can the atoll communities, the U.S. and the RMI 
government WOJIC collmively to ensure that #the DOE’s programs in the W operaso as 
effectively as possible, 

I would suggest that s&q a clew listing of agenda items for the meeting would 
be the most efFeetive way co ensure that our October discussions are productive. As you 
know, the ‘RIW Government is anxious to address the issue of radiation standards as well 
as worker saf’cty standards with the DOE. The atoll ~ommyrities wiIl of course have 
tit& own isswjr of concern that rhe RMT Government would include in the agada I&W: 
meeting with their local representatives. 

While I would have greatly enjoyed meeting with you prior to October to DISCUSS 
the agenda and other matters, it is not yet clear whether 1 will be traveling to Washington 
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at the end of drib month, Rnva~er, if you so wisl+ our representatives at the Embassy in 
Washington will be happy to meet with you on my behalf as always. 

I &ok foward to cuntinwing in the spirit of cooperation and rransparency that has 
been evident in past meetings when we cwwena our annual meeting in October. If you 
have any Wthti concerns or tmg@estions tsgarding the mcsting, please do not hesitate to 
&are these with me. I am anxious to move ahead in the positive and productive manner 
that has charaaerized our working relationship in went yew. 

- 
MiuiBtcr of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
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